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elevator was available for certain work he was required to do. While so wait- 
ing he fell asleep and a spark or the heat from the boiler fire set fire to his 
clothes and caused the burns for which compensation was sought. The respon- 
dent contended that the injury did not arise out of and in the course of 
employment. Held, that the claimant was entitled to compensation. Richards v. 
Indianapolis Abattoir Co. (1917, Conn.) 102 Atl. 604. 

A night watchman employed by the defendant took a seat near an open door- 
way on the second floor of the defendant's building, "dozed off" and, while 
asleep, fell through the doorway and was killed. His widow filed a claim under 
the Workmen's Compensation Act. An award in her favor was affirmed by the 
Appellate Division. Held, that the deceased's injury did not arise out of and in 
the course of his employment. Gifford v. T. G. Patterson, Inc. (1917, N. Y.) 
117 N. E. 946. 

The Connecticut opinion states that the accident happened while the employee 
was on duty at a place where he might reasonably be, and that the fact that he 
fell asleep was at most merely negligence, which under the Act did not defeat 
his claim. The lower New York court took a similar view of the night watch- 
man's conduct (165 N. Y. Supp. 1043) but the Court of Appeals held that such 
a conclusion could not be justified because the watchman's conduct was directly 
contrary to the object of his employment. 

Workmen's Compensation Act— "Personal Injury by Accident"— Disease.— 
The defendant furnished drinking water to the employees of his factory. The 
water became infected and the claimant thereby contracted typhoid fever and 
was temporarily disabled. The Minnesota Compensation Act provides for 
compensation for personal injury by accident, defining "accident" to be "an 
unexpected or unforseen event, happening suddenly or violently, . . . and 
producing at the time, injury to the physical structure of the body." Held, that 
the claimant's illness was not a personal injury by accident as defined in the 
statute. State v. District Court (1917, Minn.) 164 N. W. 810. 

This case is noteworthy chiefly as calling attention to a commendable attempt 
in Minnesota to clear up by express statutory definition a question which has 
been left in doubt under other workmen's compensation acts. For a discussion 
of the general question with special reference to the Massachusetts act, see 27 
Yale Law Journal, 144. 



